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“You may not always have a comfortable life. And you will not always be able to solve all the world’s 
problems all at once. But don’t ever underestimate the impact you can have, because history has shown 
us that courage can be contagious, and hope can take on a life of its own.”  ~Michelle Obama~ 
 
Former First Lady, Michelle Obama’s words are awe inspiring and bring hope to the tired hearts and souls 
of so many.  I am still in the very early stages of my career and have watched and learned from my 
brothers and sisters throughout this Pandemic.  I have never been prouder of my profession.  I am truly 
honored to stand among some of the strongest, hardest working men and women I’ve ever known.  
Thank you for sharing your knowledge, wisdom and right now, most of all your resources!  This is what 
ETPA is about, unifying across entities.  Thank you for all you do for your entities and the citizens you 
serve.   
 
Our ETPA Forum is available if you have questions that our member community could help answer.  If 
you need resources we are here for you!  Go to www.etpanews.org, login, click on Forum, click Start a 
Thread at the top of the page and post your question.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
2020 ETPA Vendor Tradeshow 
 
We want you to know, it is ETPA’s first priority is to protect the health and safety of our members.  With 
that in mind, ETPA’s Executive Board has voted to cancel the 2020 Reverse Tradeshow.  This decision was 
given a great deal of consideration and not taken lightly.  We will come back in 2021 with a renewed 
energy and vigor!  Get ready 2021! 
 
This year is full of unknowns and we are walking in a space where none of us have ever been before.  So, 
please bear with us as we navigate a most difficult year.   
 
We look forward to seeing you all very soon!   
 
Stay Safe & Healthy! 

 Hazel 
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Member News & Announcements 

 

Crystal Key, City of Bristol, graduated from Northeast 
State Community College with her AAS in Business 
Management with a certificate in Accounting. 
Congratulations!!! 

 
 
 

Meet Olivia Nickens, the new Procurement Specialist for the City of 
Kingsport.  
 
Olivia has been serving the City in Engineering for several years and prior to that served as 
Manager for Wal-Mart for nearly a decade. Olivia brings an accomplished skill-set to this 
position as she has prior purchasing/supply chain experience, p-card reconciliation 
experience, and contract administration/bid document preparation experience. She holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Retail & Consumer Science from the University of Tennessee @ Knoxville. 
 
Olivia serves as Music Librarian at her church, enjoys singing in the choir, and enjoys spending time with her 
family and traveling. 
 

 
 

2020 ETPA Leadership Team 
 

President Hazel Gibson 
Vice President Jay Garrison 
Secretary Kris Davis 
Treasurer Lynn Farnham 
Webmaster Jolene Combs 
Recognition Committee Chair David Griffin 
Newsletter Committee Chair Nikisha Eichmann 
Professional Development Committee Chair Valerie Harless  
Membership Committee Chair Carol Maines 
Outreach to other Professional Associations Dustin Shearin 
Reverse Trade Show Chairs Heather Whitehead 
Nominating Committee Chair Brent Morelock 
Mentoring Committee Chair Tom Seagle 
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We are still looking for 4 positions to fill for the Leadership Team.  Please contact Brent Morelock, City of 
Kingsport, Or Hazel Gibson, Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation, if you are interested in filling 
these positions, we’d love to have you on the Leadership Team! 

 
• Professional Development Committee Co-chair 

If you are organized to a fault and enjoy ‘making things happen,’ this committee is for you!   The 
Professional Development Committee Co-chair allows you to coordinate and plan all NIGP seminars 
sponsored by the Chapter, plan all ETPA workshops & conferences, secure facilities appropriate for ETPA 
meetings and develop ETPA’s annual calendar of events.   
 

• 2020 Tradeshow Co-chair 
We are seeking an energetic individual to serve as Co-chair for the Tradeshow Committee to help plan 
and execute a successful 2020 Tradeshow event!  If you are looking for an outlet for your creative 
energies, this is for you! 
 

• Mentoring Co-chair & Mentors 
The Mentoring Committee Co-chair will serve with our current Co-chair to match mentors with new 
chapter members to assist in the acclimation of new members to ETPA and encourage attendance at 
chapter meetings and other ETPA sponsored events and classes.   
 

• Fundraising Committee 
The Fundraising Committee is a new committee developed to secure ETPA’s sustainability well into the 
future.  The committee will be responsible for planning specific fundraising events and activities and 
researching non-profit grant opportunities.  The goal is for the committee to consist of 3 – 4 members 
and serve a term of 2 years.  If you are interested in research (as in grant opportunities) or planning 
exciting events, this committee is for you! 
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Global Best Practices with Terry McKee 
Terry McKee, CPPO, CPPB 
Knoxville’s Community Development 
Corporation IT & Procurement Director 
The Public Housing and Redevelopment Authority for the City of 
Knoxville and County of Knox 

 
 
 Use of Cooperative Contracts for Public Procurement 
 
 

Standard:  
 

After conducting extensive due diligence and market research, public procurement should, where 
permissible by law or regulation, consider the use of cooperative contracts, in order to lower prices, lower 
administrative costs, increase competition, and obtain more favorable terms and conditions. When using 
cooperative contracts attention should be given to ensuring legal compliance, open competition, and 
effective/ efficient use of time and resources. 

 
 

Key points:  
 
 

• The entity wishing to use a cooperative arrangement must use due diligence to ensure:                    
o That all of their local legal and procedural requirements are met (advertising, outreach, 

preferences, restrictions, et cetera)                
o Conduct market research to determine if the costs are reasonable                     
o Analyze the product or service specifications, price, terms and conditions and other factors               
o Ensure that locally required terms and conditions are incorporated into the contract 

(payment, p-cards, prompt payment discounts, et cetera)                
o Incorporate or remove additional terms and conditions by developing an addendum or 

purchase order that is signed by both procurement and the supplier 
 
 

• Obtain the necessary contract documents for your file including: 
o The solicitation documents 
o The bid tabulation or evaluation with the reason for award 
o A copy of the winning proposal/ bid 
o A copy of all insurance/ bond certificates required by the contract 
o A Memo of Understanding or a record of why you chose to use this cooperative contract 
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•  Cooperative contract administration 

o Keep the lead agency informed of any problems with the supplier 
o Keep the lead agency informed of any specification adherence problems, issues, et cetera 
o Do not bargain against the contract’s fixed pricing (unless the award so allows) 
o Ensure that invoices match the contract prices 

 
 
Take Away:  

 
 

Professional usage of cooperative contracts, whether a statewide contract, a national cooperative or 
another entity’s bid, requires analysis, planning and thought. There are many, many cooperative 
opportunities now and professionals must carefully evaluate them before joining one.  A professional 
procurement official has an obligation to perform proper due diligence and not just blindly use a 
cooperative opportunity. Not all opportunities are in your entity’s best interest. For instance, if you are 
planning to buy, all at one time, a railroad car of copy paper, your cost may be better than a using a 
cooperative with no specific quantity expectation. The procurement professional should leverage their 
expertise to evaluate the usefulness of a potential contract.     
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Treasurer’s Report: 
January – December 2020 

 

Lynn Farnham, CPPO, CPPB | Roane County 
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Calendar of Events 
 

Get ready for 2020, here we go! 
 

June 4th   2nd Quarterly Meeting (Zoom) 

August 13th  3rd Quarterly Meeting (Zoom) 

August 23rd – 26th  NIGP Forum & Expo, Chicago, IL 

October 28th – 30th  Fall Professional Development Conference, Pigeon Forge 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

Daniel Kembel – 20th 
Knoxville Utilities Board 

Carrie Cook – 4th  
Union County 

Jeff Green – 8th  
Morristown Housing Authority 

David Griffin – 23rd  
Public Building Authority 

Paul Jones – 13th  
Federal 

April Norris – 11th  
City of Bristol 

 Katie McCroskey – 14th  
Sevier County Schools 

Serena Warren – 12th  
Johnson County BOE 

 
Debbie Chadwick – 20th  

Chattanooga Housing Authority 
James Gallup – 16th 

UTK 

 Kevin Bartenfield – 26th  
Hamilton County Dept of Edu. 

Laura Brink – 17th  
Rutherford County 

  Grace Medley – 18th  
UT MPPA Student 

 
 

June July August 
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Date: June 4, 2020 

Time: 3:00 p.m. 

Location: Zoom 
 

Educational Topic: ETPA Membership Meeting  
 

Speaker: Abhijit Verekar with Avero Advisors 
 

Registration: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95522890434?pwd=R2JGRmpFYWt2cTV3K2Nma1pIQWF1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 955 2289 0434 
Password: 683809 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,95522890434#,,1#,683809# US (Germantown) 
+13126266799,,95522890434#,,1#,683809# US (Chicago) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada 
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada 
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada 
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada 
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada 
Meeting ID: 955 2289 0434 
Password: 683809 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acpY0lmAks 

June 4, 2020—2nd Quarterly Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/95522890434?pwd=R2JGRmpFYWt2cTV3K2Nma1pIQWF1Zz09
https://zoom.us/u/acpY0lmAks
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Snapshots – 2020 1st Quarter Meeting 
 

Don’t forget you can view these and many more pictures on ETPA’s Facebook page! 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/ETnPA/photos/?tab=album&amp;album_id=1532154810184641
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Snapshots – 2020 1st Quarter 
Meeting/Town Hall Meeting 
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